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Specialty biz steady, big titles scarce

By DIANA LODDERHOSE
and JOHN HOPEWELL
here’s no doubt that
buyers were hungry
at this year’s Ber-
lin European Film
Market, but as sales
agents packed up their stands
on Wednesday one thing was
clear — less standout product
coupled with more discerning
buyers made for a more cau-
tious and steady Berlinale.
While Stuart Ford’s IM Global
made waves with Madonna’s sec-
ond directorial effort “W.E.” and
len B s FilmNation se-
ernational deals on
d Cameron Diaz
" there was a
sus that the
v and lacking

The Weinsteim Co. announced
its purchase of Competition pic
“Coriolanus” at the market.

new, big-name product, though
Berlin isn’t typically known for a
slew of commerecial titles.

Even so, foreign distribs” ap-

petites weren’t satiated, and

many who were looking for big-

ger pics were left wanting more.
See DEALS page 11

MART FAVORS ART

hot titles

Selected hot pickups
in Berlin included:

“Blackbird” (StudioCanal)
“Coriolanus” (Icon)

“The Dinosaur Project”
(StudioCanal)

“Gambit” (FilmNation)
“Goethe!” (Beta)
“Headshot” (IM Global)
“In Darkness” (Beta)
“Innocent Saturday”
(Bavaria Film)

“Marley” (Fortissimo)
“Midnight’s Children”
(FilmNation)

"My Best Enemy” (Beta)
“The Third Act” (Voltage)
"W.E.” (IM Global)

By ED MEZA

ticipation.

Teuton global warming

can't live without: More than 100 of the 385 worldwide

G ermany has become the country the global film biz
films at the Berlinale were made with Teutonic par-

Of the 22 films in the main Competition section, 10 are
German co-productions. The pics stretch from “Unknown,”
Jaume Collet-Serra’s action thriller starring Liam Neeson,
to Miranda July’s quirky dramedy “The Future” and Alex-
ander Mindadze’s Russian Chernobyl disaster drama “In-
nocent Saturday.”

“Unlike in the past, we currently have many films that
may not be labeled German, but have Germany inside
See TEUTON page 10

Music Box plays ‘Lisbon’

By JOHN HOPEWELL
and ELSA KESLASSY

n its second pickup at Ber-

lin, Music Box Films has

taken all U.S. rights to Chil-
ean Raul Ruiz’s period drama
“Mysteries of Lisbon,” co-pro-
duced and sold by Paulo Bran-
co’s Alfama Films.

Music Box bought Liz Gar-
bus’ Sundance documentary
“Bobby Fisher Against the
World” earlier in the festival.

The “Lisbon” deal closed at

Berlin about an hour after a mar-
ket screening, said Music Box
prexy William Schopf. The U.S.
pickup also includes “Lisbon’s”
six-hour miniseries spinoff.

An opulent 19th century
epic melodrama tracing suffer-
ing through various genera-
tions, “Lisbon” runs 4% hours
with an intermission. It adapts
Camilo Castelo Branco’s novel
of the same title.

“How many films do you

See ‘LISBON’ page 10

By ELSA KESLASSY
and JOHN HOPEWELL

aris-based art film force
Pyramide Intl. has pow-

PYRAMIDE MAKES MOST OF MART

French Resistance drama
toplining Tahar Rahim (“A
Prophet”) and Michael Lons-
dale (“Of Gods and Men”), was










